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AHDA’s first online conference in 2019 (held via Zoom) was very successful with 52 

registrations and 22 presentations on the day. A total of 10 institutions across 

Australia and New Zealand were represented in attendance. The conference 

included 2 keynote presentations from Professor Susan Danby and Professor 

Melanie Zimmer-Gembeck. Many thanks to all presenters and our keynotes for their 

valued involvement.  

 
Some screenshots of presentations are included below: 
 

 

 

 



Some anonymous feedback was provided after the conference. 

 

What did you like best about the conference? 

- I really enjoyed being able to listen to new and interesting research from the 

convenience of my own workspace. It was really easy to join the conference 

at any time of day, and I enjoyed virtually presenting my work! 

 

- Seeing a variety of talks that were made accessible to students at no cost. 

 

- The online format, which was a "selling point" for this rather novice presenter. 

 

- I liked the diversity of presentations and really liked the Keynotes. 

 

- Talks were scheduled in groups of similar topics, making it easier to sign on 

and off for just the talks that were relevant to oneself. It was a very cost-

effective and environmentally friendly way to share research with other 

academics in a more personal way than just reading each other's work in 

papers. 

 

- Not have to travel to a certain place to attend the conference. 

 

- Seeing the presenters who were so enthusiastic and confident. 

 

- Not having to travel to the conference - the convenience of being able to 

watch the presentations from home. 

 

After the success of our first online conference, we would like to host another this 

year! Zoom has become a key platform for staying in touch during the current 

COVID-19 pandemic, and has allowed many meetings, presentations and 

workshops to continue, despite physical distancing measures and travel restrictions.  

 

Please reach out at AHDAmembers@gmail.com if you would consider hosting 

or joining an organising committee for an online conference this year, or for 

our 2021 in-person conference. 
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